20 Powertul Words to Improve
and Expand Your Vocabulary

In this worksheet, you'll find passages with target words woven in. Keep a pen and

paper handy.

As you read, jot down what you think each word means based on context. If your
guess works in the following sentences, you're on track. If not, check the definition
provided below the passage. Then keep moving. You Don't have to stop at every

word.

The goal is to train your brain to pick up meaning naturally, just as we do when we

encounter new words in real life.

These are the words you will learn in this worksheet:

—
.

Articulate: Able to speak or write clearly and effectively

Eloquent: Speaking in a beautiful, flowing way that moves people
Profound: Having deep meaning that makes you think

Lucid: Easy to understand and follow

Cogent: Making strong, logical arguments that are hard to disagree with
Persuasive: Good at convincing others to agree with your point of view

Succinct: Getting your point across using few, well-chosen words
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Nuanced: Understanding and expressing subtle differences and

complexities

9. Erudite: Having impressive knowledge gained through extensive reading and
study

10. Coherent: Making sense in a logical, organized way

11. Comprehensive: Covering all important aspects thoroughly
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12. Precise: Being exact and accurate in every detail

13. Elaborate: Providing rich detail and careful development of ideas

14. Meticulous: Paying extremely careful attention to every small detail

15. Sophisticated: Showing advanced understanding and refined thinking
16. Resilient: Bouncing back quickly from setbacks and adapting to change
17. Innovative: Coming up with creative, original ideas and solutions

18. Strategic: Planning carefully to achieve specific goals

19. Diligent: Working hard consistently with careful attention

20.Versatile: SKkilled in many different areas and able to adapt easily

Now that you know how this works, let's look at the first passage.

Passage 1

Newton and the Falling Apple (with vocabulary exercise)

The story of Isaac Newton and the apple is one of the most famous in science, but
it's also a reminder of how a simple question can lead to a profound [=

] idea. One day, Newton was sitting in his family garden

when he noticed an apple fall to the ground. People had seen apples fall for
centuries, but Newton asked himself why it fell straight down. That question gave

birth to an innovative [= ] way of thinking about the world.

Instead of being satisfied with vague answers, Newton wanted something precise

[= ] and testable. He worked in a meticulous [=

1 way, checking and rechecking his calculations. What he

developed was not just a theory about apples but a comprehensive [=

] explanation of how gravity works everywhere — from

trees on Earth to the moon in space.
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Newton's findings were not easy to understand, but his ability to turn complex

observations into lucid [= ] explanations made his work

stand out. His writing was so clear and cogent [= ] that

even centuries later, students can follow his reasoning and see how he connected

everyday life to the laws of the universe.

The falling apple might seem like a small event, but it became the spark for one of
history's greatest scientific revolutions. For students today, Newton's story is proof

that curiosity, combined with careful effort, can change the way we see the world.

Quick Word Explanations

—
.

profound - deeply important, far-reaching in effect

innovative - original, new idea, introducing something new and creative
precise - exact, accurate, with no mistakes

meticulous - extremely careful and detailed

comprehensive - complete, covering all aspects

lucid - clear, easy to understand
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cogent - logical, convincing, strongly argued

Questions for you:

1. Profound

Newton's question about the apple led to a profound idea. What does "profound”
mean here?

a) Funny but pointless

b) Ordinary and forgettable

c) Quick and careless

d) Deep and meaningful

2. Innovative

Newton's way of thinking was described as innovative. In this context, which fits
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best?

a) Bringing in something fresh and original
b) Complicated but useless

c) Simple and dull

d) Reusing old tricks

3. Precise

He didn't want vague answers; he demanded something precise. A “precise” answer
is:

a) Roughly guessed

b) Exact and accurate

c) Confusing and tricky

d) Broad and fuzzy

4. Meticulous

Newton checked and rechecked his work. His meticulous style shows he was:
a) Careless but lucky

b) Random and messy

c) Extremely careful with details

d) Rushing through thoughtlessly

5. Comprehensive

Newton's theory explained gravity on Earth and in space. A “comprehensive”
explanation is:

a) Short and limited

b) Leaves out many parts

c) Complicated but unclear

d) Covering everything fully

6. Lucid
Even complex ideas became lucid when Newton explained them. That means his
writing was:

a) Clear and easy to follow
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b) Long and boring
c) Confusing and twisted

d) Vague but deep

7. Cogent

Students still find Newton's arguments cogent centuries later. “Cogent” arguments
are:

a) Weak and unconvincing

b) Short and unfinished

c) Strong and persuasive

d) Silly and irrelevant

Answer Key:

—
.
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Passage 2

Archimedes in the Bathtub (with vocabulary exercise)

The story of Archimedes and his famous “Eureka!” moment shows how great
discoveries can appear in everyday life. Archimedes was given a tough problem by
the King: to find out if a crown was made of pure gold without melting it. It was a

challenge that required a strategic [= ] plan and careful

thinking.
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One day, while stepping into his bath, Archimedes noticed the water rise as his

body sank. Suddenly, the idea became coherent [= ]in his

mind. He realized that the volume of water pushed aside could reveal the crown’'s

density. With this, he could articulate [= 1 whether the

crown was real gold or mixed with cheaper metals.

Archimedes was not only smart but also diligent [= ]. He

had spent days thinking and experimenting before this moment of clarity arrived.

His explanation was so eloquent [= ] that others could

easily follow his reasoning. When he described it, he made the principle sound both

simple and persuasive [= ], even though the idea itself was

new to many.

Later, when he described his method more fully, Archimedes could also be

elaborate [= ] — adding detail step by step so ho one would

miss the logic. His discovery not only solved the king's problem but also gave

science a principle still taught today: the law of buoyancuy.

For students, the story of Archimedes is proof that patience and curiosity matter.
Even ordinary activities, like taking a bath, can spark insights that last thousands of

years.

Quick Word Explanations

—

strategic - planned, purposeful, goal-oriented
coherent - clear, logical, easy to follow

articulate - express clearly in words

diligent » hardworking, showing steady effort
eloquent - fluent, expressive, impressive in speech

persuasive - convincing, able to change minds
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elaborate - detailed, carefully explained step by step
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Ouestions

1. Strategic

Solving the king's problem needed a strategic plan. A “strategic” plan is:
a) Random and careless

b) Simple and shallow

c) Carefully planned to achieve a goal

d) Quick and hasty

2. Coherent

When the idea clicked in his mind, it suddenly became coherent. Something
“coherent” is:

a) Confusing and hard to follow

b) Clear and logically connected

c) Short and vague

d) Silly and irrelevant

3. Articulate

Archimedes could articulate whether the crown was real gold. To “articulate” means
to:

a) Keep silent about something

b) Guess without evidence

c) Express clearly in words

d) Hide the truth

4. Diligent

Archimedes worked for days before his discovery. Being diligent means:
a) Lazy and careless

b) Hard-working and persistent

c) Rushed and sloppy

d) Distracted and unfocused
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5. Eloquent

His explanation was eloquent enough for others to follow easily. “Eloquent” means:
a) Fluent and expressive in speaking or writing

b) Awkward and clumsy with words

c) Silent and withdrawn

d) Boring and unclear

6. Persuasive

When Archimedes described his method, it sounded persuasive. A “persuasive”
explanation is:

a) Weak and doubtful

b) Long but confusing

c) Convincing and believable

d) Short and unfinished

Answers
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Passage 3

The Wright Brothers' First Flight (with vocabulary exercise)

On a cold December morning in 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright prepared for a
moment that would change history. Their flying machine was not large or

sophisticated [= ] by today’s standards — it was made of

wood, cloth, and wire. Yet it carried an idea that was bold and new.
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The brothers had faced many failures, but they were resilient |[=

]. Every crash and setback became a lesson, and instead of

quitting, they returned to their workshop again and again. They studied how birds
moved their wings, made adjustments, and slowly developed a design that was

both practical and clever.

When the Wright brothers finally lifted off the ground, their success looked small:
just twelve seconds in the air. But this moment carried a succinct [=

] message — human flight was possible. In a short burst of

time, they proved what experts and scientists had doubted for years.

The way they explained their work was nuanced [= 1. They

didn't just say “the plane flies”, they broke down how balance, lift, and control
worked together. This level of detail showed not only technical skKill but also an

erudite [= ] understanding of mechanics and science.

What made their invention stand out was how versatile [= ]

it became. From that modest beginning, the idea of flight grew into something that

could carry passengers, goods, and even entire nations across the globe.

The Wright brothers remind us that determination and creativity can lift us higher

than we ever imagine.

Quick Word Explanations

—
.

sophisticated - advanced, complex, well-designed
resilient - able to recover quickly

succinct - brief but meaningful

nuanced - showing subtle details

erudite - deeply knowledgeable, scholarly
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versatile - adaptable, useful in many ways
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Questions:

1. Sophisticated

By modern standards, their plane wasn't very sophisticated. In this context,
“sophisticated” means:

a) Simple and rough

b) Ordinary and plain

c) Advanced and complex

d) Weak and fragile

2. Resilient

The brothers kept going after every crash — they were resilient. Someone resilient
is:

a) Easily discouraged

b) Lazy after failure

c) Careless with effort

d) Able to recover quickly and keep trying

3. Succinct

Their first flight carried a succinct message: human flight was possible. A “succinct”
message is:

a) Short and clear

b) Long and detailed

c) Hidden and vague

d) Confusing and dull

4. Nuanced

They explained flight in a nuanced way, showing balance, lift, and control together.
A "nuanced” explanation is:

a) Simple and one-sided

b) Short and careless
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c) Detailed with subtle differences

d) Confusing and random

5. Erudite

Their understanding of science was erudite. If someone is erudite, they are:
a) Quick but careless

b) Practical but unskilled

c) Deeply knowledgeable and well-read

d) Interested only in gossip

G. Versatile

The airplane became versatile, useful for many purposes. “Versatile” means:
a) Able to adapt to many uses

b) Fragile and limited

c) Ordinary and fixed

d) Weak and slow

Answers:

—
.
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Take away

Newton, Archimedes, the Wright brothers: their ideas mattered because they

turned knowledge into action. Vocabulary works the same wauy.
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These 20 words aren't just to be memorized; they're tools. With them, you can write

with confidence, speak with clarity, and think with precision.

Every new word adds depth to how you express yourself. The more you practice,
the stronger your voice becomes in essays, debates, exams, and everyday

conversations.

Remember, vocabulary isn't about sounding complicated. It's about being clear,
persuasive, and effective. Take these 20 words as stepping stones toward

becoming a sharper, more confident communicator.
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